Message

From: Bland, Naseera [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=95835FE34B10425CB069445968F1ED35-BLAND, NASE]

Sent: 8/10/2015 1:32:23 PM

To: Yang, Hui-Min [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=545e2f07f7aa4392a4b7bd3b7fc5886¢-Yang, Hui Min]; Alcala, Cecilia
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9be172472d534db1be7234a4eb1779%e1-Alcala, Cec]; Alexander, Laurie
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1b0c420c5c71464h922e50788alc22de-Alexander, Laurie]; Avery, James
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b0fc9e70467647709fa9377dfb987f10-Avery, James); Bateson, Thomas
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=29bfdde020bf4e93b431b9a72d9d230f-Bateson, Thomas]; Berner, Ted
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f1949¢9653024d3cb4aadc2bd69c4fde-Berner, Ted]; Birchfield, Norman
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c910f2fd28414e819b6afe6dda525e9f-Birchfield, Norman]; Bland, Naseera
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=95835fe34b10425¢b069445968f1ed35-Bland, Nase]; Blessinger, Todd
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f5240ca690c84f8fb20bac6fd7273fd5-Blessinger, Todd]; Boone-Edwards,
Amanda [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=304ccd01957044a1bd50a366d1cd76d4-Boone, Amandal; Brinkerhoff, Chris
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8d96248a62bd42db9a6cd12e5adedaas-Brinkerhoff, Chris]; Buckley, Barbara
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4bb6dedc12624295h9%e8e5f835a1f166-Buckiey, Barbaral; Bussard, David
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cf26b876393e44f38bdd06db02dbbfe5-Bussard, David]; Cai, Christine
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8e5901665d14498983704fd9eedaldd8-Cai, Christine]; Carmichael, Brenda
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5b8cc5a092544bcdal1007b69d2c2589a-Carmichael, Brenda]; Chan, Elizabeth
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8¢c2d189c5ca846a4b77b094a4e5b18db-Chan, Eliza]; Choudhury, Harlal
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=98522d9e14344938b8cc528e591749¢eb-Choudhury, Harlal]; Cogliano,
Vincent [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51f2736376ac4d32bad2fe7cfef2886b-Cogliano, Vincent]; Corona, Elizabeth
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=18d86fb8269b4557b5d06622h3a941af-Corona, Elizabeth]; Cubbison,
Christopher [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e1b702ba5f394a15a49c5efad199035a-Cubbison, Christopher]; CURTIS, LUCY
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3a21f5f56d814956b31d1e826ac5f71f-CURTIS, LUCY]; D'Amico, Louis
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=78a91f83¢c4414910be286efe02004dbc-D'Amico, Louis 1.]; Deener, Kathleen
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b9%a2ff1c086249ea8f6414afde8a5e54-Deener, Kathleen]; Euling, Susan
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cb0873315ed244fa852df546e1191e4c-Euling, Susan]; Evans, Amanda
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1fbe480e70b0407d940b13c2¢16b4927-Evans, Amandal; Field, Malcolm
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8d12938447d14c7babcf431d75d745f6-Field, Malcolm]; Fite, Katherine
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b038dfc9307748daa97271dc38d2h8ef-Fite, Kathe]; Flowers, Lynn
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1a4411c874d041b9%a8badfc32b91bd70-Flowers, Lynnl; Frithsen, Jeff
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e3743bd6f3c345baaaed07c1d6f78e92-FRITHSEN, JEFF]; Fritz, Jason
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f8d42341bd2241598226069f9623074a-Fritz, Jason]; Galizia, Audrey
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b9b75d310abad1448cef769d77486¢e7c-Galizia, Audrey]; Gamble, Janet
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9f345a4ale5e45fdbbh51817c8d129f95-Gamble, lanet]; Gatchett, Annette
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f12d699a71f84e21bddbb876dae7f96c-Gatchett, Annette]; Gibbons,
Catherine [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2ac775a35a0945718edc7e02f50e6¢12-Gibbons, Catherine]; Glenn, Barbara
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7a2dc9210d2d4d02a623b33f87f49436-Glenn, Barbara]; Grambsch, Anne
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a28debe50c0e42ce937b0d01c12ebdb2-GRAMBSCH, ANNE]; Gwinn,
Maureen [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4bdc5237a5¢440a7b664518e23eb5647-Gwinn, Maureen]; Hawkins, Belinda
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=075561d171e845828ec67a945663a8e6-Hawkins, Belinda]; Hogan, Karen
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eb7dc31713d443f0a322f0163d8d7c73-Hogan, Karen]; Hotchkiss, Andrew
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=10f01ccc8611401bb34d16b71a87d3d5-Hotchkiss, Andrew]; luliano, Kayla
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c4379a5c06de473cbbdfd9cde9f9a42b-IULIANO, Kal; Jarabek, Annie
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8b1de54d48e1429¢8129f6499211dbdb-larabek, Annie]; linot, lennifer
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=d0edf66a00054afe84f4ab5c5119562f-linot, Jennifer]; Johnson, Maureen
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bcd265492be044379%eafedd 1fbOcffle-lohnson, Maureen]; Jones, Samantha
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eac77fe3b20c4667b8c534¢c80c15a830-lones, Samanthal; Kadry, Abdel-Razak
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ach325507bf7451b9735813cfde5e417-Kadry, Abdel-Razak]; Keshava,
Nagalakshmi [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=d125¢2980ab348ec828basf513b95049-Keshava, Nagalakshmi]; Kopylev,
Leonid [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=abfe6798809e4c8c8a27452ec86726d8-Kopylev, Leonid]; Kraft, Andrew
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4a94a4f199b247778abb02285a51b927-Kraft, Andrew]; Lee, Janice
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b5d72226848849279376f33f6d0b9845-Lee, Janice]; Lin, Yu-Sheng
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=636980ae5f9842cdh71e1d169ecbealf-Lin, Yu-Sheng]; Long, Tom
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7526¢52b77aa4516b9%ac197536e5a6a0-Long, Tom]; Luke, April
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b98bf69c14b142d3ac8e0e9132ee36ed-Luke, April]; Makris, Susan
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7654051d8d1240a39dfa9463c9b0b7e5-Makris, Susan]; Mehfoud, Nicholas
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e60fa88d1ab041f6a2d0b4136faaa544-Mehfoud, Nil; Murphy, Patricia
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e02a7540f8042fda07eed1248addaf7-Murphy, Patricial; Nath, Raghu
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8¢c275682b9794c3abd4abc83e866d292-Nath, Raghu]; Newhouse, Kathleen
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5f019¢8179304045acd61bc05b571fb0-Newhouse, Kathleen]; Olden,
Kenneth [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8979224¢77ead4d559f70cab1688f28aa-Olden, Kenneth]; Owens, Beth
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7a35939bcccada2197d5e4446bb83d67-Owens, Beth]; Pardo, Larissa
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5fb0ea2d282847bcbcfc720aa7316268-Pardo, Lari]; Parsons, Christy
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bf0dabe0c058478294128ch3f842573d-Powers, Christinal; Perovich, Gina
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6e3c19d7f4db41bfa2477aa27ad83945-Perovich, Ginal; Persad, Amanda
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fd13fdf1bd814755baac109c2ab990a0-Persad, Amanda]; Petersen, Dan
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=05e14a620a164436adfae701533b4cd5-Petersen, Dan]; Pratt, Margaret
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8eda90b62a874c7ea9d857903ac1fd14-Pratt, Margaret]; Preuss, Peter
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a81d3a8adf6042bf817fb9430995f1cf-Preuss, Peter]; Reid, lon
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ca086bff39cf47e08b2467276e49¢eelc-Reid, Jon]; Rieth, Susan
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=00aac63cc995489188b8ad49aaal8f5e-Rieth, Susan]; Ross, Christine
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a710775410ae4c74bf004da51c04f37a-Ross, Christine]; Ross, Mary
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=98359¢cd1f66f46ec91d327e99a3¢6909-Ross, Mary]; Rutigliano, Marian
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a76f86c1ae9540b6b9ebaeb95a7804b9-Rutigliano, Marian]; Salazar, Matt
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f459cb14ae8946f3bede7df7718cf26f-MSALAZAR]; Sams, Reeder
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d5b479ccd894cea99ae55df20de6971-Sams, Reeder]; Samuels, Crystal
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bd603204ccd0442cb2bc06be00abcbe7-Samuels, Crystall; Sanchez, Yolanda
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=473c34ae73994ada8acafe6f03e0baeb-Sanchez, Yolanda]; Sasso, Alan
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8cb867519%abc4dcea88149d12ef3e8e9-Sasso, Alan]; Schappelle, Seema
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=81c19296c1164a8dab7c8a7cb7b99d3c-Schappelle, Seema]; Schlosser, Paul
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=121cf759d94e4f08afde0ceb646e711b-Schlosser, Paull; Segal, Deborah
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bcdd984267644f3fb89eab5f65e6f422-Segal, Deborahl; Shams, Dahnish
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b7037e39bb6341¢8850bcdc61bf9d65a-Shams, Dahnl; Shaw, Denice
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=556182b3879649039b11d36e5e09d9aa-Shaw, Denice]; Slimak, Michael
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=197d6551afaf4d90b087c4d5bf62b53¢-Slimak, Mike]; Solomon, Sarah
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e263eechc99c4220987e137c43665dd6-Solomon, Sal; Sonawane, Bob
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a30dc04805854452837bcabc6b2954ab-Sonawane, Bob]; Spassova, Maria
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3a42ea04b134467c8a0c9c3faf0c25f7-Spassova, Marial; Suter, Glenn
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=86ff3a58b76b40e4a75d9441bd584153-Suter, Glenn]; Taylor, Debralynn
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38b89ba9317a475ca671ae9fe840e00d-Jjones, Debrall; Troyer, Michael
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=847b0020dd0e457e85f994alad64b26d-Troyer, Michael]; Vandenberg, John
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dcae2bh98a04540fb8d099f9d4dead690-Vandenberg, John]; Vinikoor-imler,
Lisa [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e604bf3ac6d8405eb0bd76901bd7 1fee-Vinikoor-Imler, Lisal; Vulimiri,
Suryanarayana [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1a4f972302434ec6a04b015b14845a9d-Vulimiri, Suryanarayanal; Walker,
Teneille [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3178e8a3caed4d329b2f6337a3a77bel-Walker, Teneille]; Walsh, Debra
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=d4fd965338fc4d449c2954945c41ded6-Walsh, Debra]; Weaver, Andre
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51c668eble1f41498d8a676e061cccal-Weaver, James]; White, Paul
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e179825823c44ebbb07a9704ele5d16-White, Paul]; Woodall, George
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a617aad87171414a8b9fca5ce395a899-Woodall, George]; Wright, Michael
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0087b3fe163145869deecad8b626fbfa3-Wright, Michael]; Zwayer, Bette
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=79830e38edb14034b7e47e29ed213dab-Zwayer, Bette]

Subject: News Update: EPA Research Office Nominee Downplays GOP Attacks On Agency Science {InsideEPA)

Daily News

ominee Downplavs GOP Attacks On
Agency Science

ERPA Research Office

Posted: August 07, 2015

President Obama's long-pending nominee to head EPA's Office of Research & Development (ORD) is pushing
back on Republican senators' attacks on agency science, defending against concerns about potential conflicts
of interest and other alleged flaws in scientific data that EPA often uses as the basis for its regulatory
decisions.

In a.luly 30 response to guestions from GOP members of the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee
(EPW), nominee Thomas Burke says that existing agency procedures and a host of planned future actions
address concerns about inadequate science. And he vows to follow through with improvements to ORD's work,
such as a plan to prioritize Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) chemical risk assessments.

Burke's answers, recently obtained by /nside EPA, offer few concessions to Republican critics of the agency's
science, and it is unclear whether the response will help shift his stalled nomination.

The ORD nominee is one of several nominations for top agency positions that have been pending in the
Senate for weeks, including acting EPA air chief Janet McCabe to head the Office of Air & Radiation on a
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permanent basis and de facto agency water chief Ken Kopocis to be the Office of Water's next permanent
assistant administrator.

Senate Republicans have suggested that they will place "holds" blocking all EPA nominees from proceeding to
further hearings or confirmation votes until agency Administrator Gina McCarthy answers questions that GOP
senators submitted to EPA long ago on a wide range of controversial rulemakings.

Burke is one of a few of the nominees who has had an EPW confirmation hearing, answering questions from
senators in person in early June. After that hearing, senators had the chance to send the nominee further
written queries. Burke's response includes replies o those questions, which were mostly submitted by EPW
Chairman Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK) but also includes several questions from fellow EPW member Sen. Jeff
Sessions (R-AL).

Burke, a former New Jersey Department Environmental Protection official and most recently a dean of public
health at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, was first nominated tc be EPA's assistant administrator (AA)
for ORD in 2013. Burke joined the agency last January as the agency's Science Advisor and as a deputy AA to
ORD, kath roles that do not require Senate confirmation unlike the ORD chief position which does.

Dual Roles

Inhofe in his questions asked Burke about the dual role he is currently seeking as both science advisor and
ORD chief. EPA has received advice from National Academy of Science (NAS), the Government Accountability
Office and its Science Advisory Board (SAB) recommending that EPA split the dual role and have separate
people undertake the two jobs -- both to reduce workload and to address real or perceived conflict that can
arise between ORD and science staff in regional or program offices. EPA has long resisted the advice, and
only briefly in recent years -- during former Administrator Lisa Jackson's tenure -- had separate individuals
filled the two roles.

Burke responds that he and McCarthy consulted with NAS and believe that its recommendations would be
fulfilled by the dual roles. "Having served as the Deputy Assistant Administrator and the EPA Science Advisor
since January of this year, it is clear to me that it is possible for the AA of ORD to direct the world-class
research program in ORD and serve as the EPA Science Advisor," Burke writes, adding, "[T]here is an
important advantage to this model," citing ORD's alignment with EPA's mission and experienced scientists
supporting the ORD chief.

"EPA has a built-in mechanism that would provide a check on any potential or perceived conflict of
responsibility -- the Science and Technology Policy Council (STPC) -~ a group of senior . . . EPA
representatives that provide input on science and technology policy issues and ensures that EPA’'s science is
well-coordinated,” Burke adds.

Inhofe also questioned Burke whether EPA has followed advice from a 2004 NAS report cautioning the agency
against reliance on old data when developing new national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS).

Burke responds that he agrees with NAS that "NAAQS decisions must be based on the best possible science
and am pleased to find that this is the case. After the 2004 NAS report, EPA revised the process to evaluate
the science . . . the 2011 [NAS] report . . . complimented the revisions to the NAAQS documentation and
review process.”

Some of Inhofe's questions touch upon legislation that Republicans are pushing to require publication of all
studies that EPA and other agencies use in decision-making, or altering the make-up of EPA's SAB, a panel of
independent, external science advisors to include more industry and state and local officials.

On the issue of making agency science "transparent,” Burke responds by describing a database where EPA
offices can store data and make it publicly available, as well as a policy on data access.
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Inhofe also pressed Burke to "increase the participation of industry scientists and scientists from American
heartland" on the SAB, arguing that "most SAB members are from academic institutions on both coasts."
Burke, a former SAB member, responds that the board's existing membership includes 32 percent with
industry or consulting experience, 13 percent with state, local government or tribal experience and that 11 of
the 45 members of the chartered SAB reside in Midwestern states.

"Tremendous Resource'

Burke describes SAB as a "tremendous resource" and adds that he has started discussions with STPC "to
ensure that the highest priority, cross-agency science questions are identified and that the agency takes full
advantage of its SAB as a source of advice on those questions."”

Inhofe also questioned Burke regarding changes underway with EPA's influential and often controversial IRIS
program. IRIS analyzes environmental contaminants' human health risks, and provides cancer and non-cancer
risk estimates that often form the basis for EPA waste, water and air decisions, and are consulted by other
agencies world-wide as well. But the program has long been under scrutiny by regulated entities, Congress
and the GAO for its lengthy, convoluted process and assessments that industry considers too strict.

Inhofe raised one concern that has been growing among regulated entities as the agency has in recent years
undertaken assessments of chemicals like ethylene oxide, formaldehyde and methanol that are produced
endogenously -~ within the body -- as well as exogenously by industrial processes. Industry has urged the IRIS
program to draft new guidance on the issue and to reality check these and other RIS assessments.

"Do you agree that when ORD programs assess potential risks from such substances, it's critical to derive the
range of potential risks arising from both sources -- internal and environmental -- and to communicate the
degree to which these estimated risks from internal and external sources are plausible and realistic?" Inhofe
asked.

"This is an important consideration in understanding and managing incremental risk from environmental
exposure,”" Burke replies. "Since there are many natural products of metabolism that may have toxic effects if
they are out of balance, the fact that they are produced naturally does not make them 'safe’ at all doses.”
Inhofe also raised another long-standing concern, saying that EPA's 2011 IRIS assessment of the solvent
trichloroethylene, a frequent contaminant at Superfund sites and groundwater sources, is too strict, based on a
short-term health effect of fetal cardiac malformations, and leads to overly stringent cleanup requirements,
particularly when it intrudes onto sites as a vapor.

But Burke responds that an IRIS assessment "does not dictate how risk managers use scientific information in
decision-making."

IRIS Agenda

Meanwhile, Burke commits to release "a prioritized IRIS agenda covering the next several years' effort” in
response to another question about the program. IRIS leaders have been promising the release of such a five-
year prioritized plan of IRIS assessments for some months, but that plan has yet to be released.

Inhofe also questioned Burke about NAS recommendations for use of transparent, systematic evaluation of
studies included in IRIS assessments, and Burke indicates the program is evaluating different approaches to
do so. He adds that if confirmed by the Senate, he will work with the program to "improve its methods for study
evaluation and integration.”

Echoing industry concerns about environmentalists urging the IRIS program to include study funding source as
an element of its systematic reviews of toxicity literature, Inhofe asks Burke's views on the subject.

Burke replied that he will ensure clear criteria are used for judging study quality and integrating the information,
and not authorship or funding source.
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Elsewhere in his questions, Inhofe raised concerns over EPA's human testing program, which has been urnder
sertiny for some vears, and is currently under NAS review.

Inhofe questioned whether EPA has complied with all the recommendations made in an EPA Inspector
General (IG) report on the program last year, and whether testing on children is ever justified.

Burke responds that "all corrective actions have been implemented” in response to the IG's report, adding that
"there are some things you can only learn by interacting directly with people, controlling variables and methods
to allow firm conclusions to be drawn."

His response regarding exposing children to environmental pollutants does not mention an observational study
of children's everyday exposures EPA sought to fund a decade ago, but canceled due to concerns from Sen.
Barbara Boxer (D-CA), the ranking member of EPW. Burke does appear to try to alleviate the concerns raised
with that aborted 2005 study grant.

"There's an important difference between observational studies of populations and intentionally dosing humans
with a poliutant,” Burke replies. "EPA does not intentionally expose children to pollutants. However, EPA has
funded some important epidemioclogical studies that include children . . . This research ultimately helps the
EPA to better understand how to protect children from the harmful effects of pollutants." -- Maria Hegstad
(mhegsiad@iwonews.com)
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